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An application talemolishthe building ab0 Bishop Allen Drivevasmade orSeptember 17, 2019
The applicantStu-Lin Family Trust was notified of an initial determination of significance and a pub-
lic hearing was scheduled f@rtober 3, 2019

Site

TheBenninkRowhouses arelocated on theouthteast corner oBishop Allen DriveandDouglass

Street Thebuildingis sited on &,153square foot lot in 8usiness Bzoning district. This district
supports businesses, general retail uses, offices, andfamily residentialThe FAR limit is 2.75for
businessretail, and dice uses and 3.0 fanulti-family residentialuse. Theheight limt in this dstrict

is 80feet. The assessed value of the landeaastingbuilding, according to the online assessor's prop-
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Thefront wall of ths threestory apartment building set bacl8 feetfrom the sidewalkalong Bishop
Allen Drive and less than 7 feet from thelewalk on Douglass Stredthe onestory ells on the south
side of the building are approximatel feet from the rear property lin€he building abuts a two
family house at 12 Douglass Street and a public parkingnl@ishop Allen Driveio the eastThe
parking lot is curratly being used focorstructionstagingfor the newthree buildingmnixed-use devel-
opmentknown as Market Centrgpreviously calledMass + Main.

The applicant proposes to demolish the building and construct aewvarstory resideoe on the lat
Plans have been distributed to the members of the Commiss
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Architectural Description

The existing apartmertuilding was originally constructed @hreeattached row houses at 46, 48d

50 Austin Streettfie former name for Bishop Allen Drive). Each dwellimgs constructed with a one
story dl at the rear. The original lot configuratiatsoincludedthe dwelling at 12 Douglass Street, but
that was later sadivided and soldegrately. Afourth unit was introduakas44Y2 Austin Streetoy

1908.
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The walls are clad witbhedar shingles, but the original material would hasenclapboardsThe shed
roof isdisguised by &orniceon three sideshe front elevation is ornamented with a der#itd



pairedbrackets at the eav@he majority ofthewindows are doubkaungl-over1 sashwith some
awning and fixed windows on the sides and rear walls.

The originaldesign of the building was in the Italete style, with thresided bay windows on the
front and sides,-®ver2 double hung sash windowand the remaining decoiat cornce. The build-
ing was remodeled in a more modern aesthetic in 19%8yRothman, owner ar@eorge Rothman
builder. These changes are still present today, including the remopedjetting bay windowse-
ductionin the number ofront entrance doors to twtheaddition of flatroofed entry hoodsoncrete
steps and flat stock window and door tricht some point, maybe also in 1958¢ walls were clad
with cedar shingles and the brick foundation was parged with concretee @ear elevatiorfire es-
capes were added for egse
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A house ofsimilar scalevasbuilt the same yeat 22-32 Cogswell Avenue
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History

The opening of the West Boston Bridge in 1Boduceda nev transportation option from Old

Cambridge and points west to Boston. Formerly occupied by only four homesteads, Cambridgeport
started to grow soon after the opening of the bridge. Main Street was built along a causeway to the
bridge from Pelham's Islandh@ Lafayette Square (where the earliest development in Cambridgeport

took place). Taverns and stores were the first structures built alongStteat The commercial na-

ture of the street continued through the nineteenth century, as it was a busy thoroughfare between Bos-
ton and Harvard Square.

Austin Street was laid out in 1803 andmedfor Jonatlan Loring Austin, a Revolutionagrapatriot
and politician The street was renamed in about 1980 for Bishop Richard,Allerfounder of the Af-
rican Methodist EpiscopdAME) denonination.Saint Pauls AME Church is nearby a6 Bishop Al-
len Drive.Theblock between Coluima andDouglass Street was not developedil the second half
of the ninéeenth centuryJohn Livermoreonstructed a row of houses at88 Austin $reet in 186.
Two howses were built at the corner of Coloia Street (#30 and #336) in 18660n lots that Liver-
more sold to Benjamin Clark and W. J. Marvin. Livermore thaldthe lotat the corner of Douglass
Streetto Samuel M. Davis in H, who in turn sold it to Gerrid. Bennink in 188. Benninkcon-
structed 8-50 Austin Streetaindthe sidehall house at 12 Dolass Streethat year.

Gerrit anBenninkmovedwith his familyfrom Holland to Cambridge ithe 1840s. He worked as a
carpenter and hous$wiilder, constructindgpetween thirty and fift buildingsbetween 1852894 He
was a member of the Prospect Street Cegational ChurchHis wife, MaatjeBennink died in 1863
but theyhadraised a family of two sons and a dhateg.Benninkremarriedisabelle Bigelow Burnsa
widow. Theyresidedat 50 Austin Street and rentedtthe other uits. One of Benninks sons, Cor-
nelius Gerrit Henry BenninKopught in the Civil War, returned to Cambridge amorked at the Cam-
bridgeport Diary Companyna also buit houses. He went on to be pigent of the CambridgCom-
mon Council He moved to California in 189Bennink sold the buildingp George W. Gale and



